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Comments upon the Sacred Ih THINGS of the Tews and 
Christians. Exodus Chapter 24. 


More conjuring impofitions of Mofes under pretence of 


affociating with celeftial power. 


HE. fecrecy with which the Jewil fh leader manared 

all his plans, {lam pe ‘-d them with hypocrify and de- 
ception. We fhall {ee imthis chapter another dexterous 
eflort to blind the eyes of an ignorant and cre trees pco- 
ple ; we fhall-fee Mofes and feventy-three more theolo- 
gical conjurers, pretending to hold mytterious intercourle 
with God himfelf upon the sacred mount. ‘This moun- 
tain feems to have been the fource, the fountain hea a 
from which iffued forth all the degrading impodures and 


arbitrary impofitions to which Moles fubjecte lithe twelve 


vagrant tribes. In the two firlt verles of this chapter it 
is thus written, “ And he faid unto Mofes, come up un- 
to the Lord, thou and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and 
feventy of the elders of Ifrael ; and Burg sp ye afar off. 
Aind Moles alone fhall come near the Lord; but they 
fhall not come nigh, neither fha Nt he p eople go up with 
him.” It is evident here upon the very face of the re- 
cord, that this {piritual ariftocracy had no other objet 
in view than the eftablifhment of a theocratic delpoufia 
over a credulous, ignorant and reiractory race of men. 
whether this was the beft m ia OF managing foci a 
people as the Jews, is a queftion at mae sat of no impor. 
tance; the quefiion with us is, whether the book is di- 
vine? This fhould be anfwered vy the negative from 
the character of the matters herein contained. Moles 
iteals away into the mountain by himicli, pretends to 
talk with God, and returns full of theolop ical inilructio 
to the people! Suppofe any clergyman, or legiflator ot 
the prefent day, were to travel into any Le rt of the Alle- 
gany mountain, and alter remaining there for fome tune, 
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thould return to the fhores of the Aulantic full of inftruc. 
uons and commands from the creator to the people of 
thele {tates, would he be believed or his legation be con- 
fielered as divine? No, all his pretentions would be fet 
afide, and his efforts ftamped with impofture and fana- 
tictim. Why then fhould we believe a {tory of a fimilar 
nature concerning Mofes anid the Jews? Is it becaufe 
wt has been tranimitted down from high antiquity and 
fanctioned by education and authority ? Yes this is the 
only reaton, becaufe, inherently confidered, there is no 
more caule of credence in the one cafe than there would 
be in the other. It is time to examine every thing upon 
the ground of its own merit ;—to bring every thing to the 
telt ot evidence and experience, and then prejudice, aue 
thority and the influence of a bad education will ceafe to 
diitort and deftroy the moral faculties of human nature. 








Theological Enguirics continued, 





The age of fcripture belief tas been the moft dread. 
Tul vera, and the moft calamitous to the human race that 
hiftory has recorded. In ene war the crufade which was 
about a rotteii piece of wood the crofs of Chrift, there 
was more money {pent, blood fhed cruelties committed, 
than in amy war either before or fince. At the taking of 
Jerufalen 20,c0o Turks were flain, and netwithftanding 
a proclamation of pardon, the Chriftians put to death all 
the Turks found in the city without regard to age or fex 
with the fame zea/ as the authors of thofe days call it 
wherewith Saul flew the Gebeonittes. 

It is not my intention at this time to enumerate the 
evils that this fyftem has occafioned. Experience hag 
fuficiently fhewn how miferable man has been during 
the whole aze of {cripture belicf, and that the fyitein ite 
felf is giving way very faft te the light of reafon, which 
glone can give man an adequate idea of an intelligent firft 
caufe and of the means waich he has provided for our 


improvement and happinels. 
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It is only my intention to fhew that the true God can 
only be known by the inveftigation of reafon contempla- 
ting the mighty fabric of the Univerfe and perceiving 
throughout the whole a unity of defign and a wonderiul 
contrivance. ‘This is the firft perception or glimple of 
the deity; the actions upon which all our future reafon- 
ines mull be founded, and from which all the know. 
ledge we can attain of him or of his ways with man is 
drawn. By beginning at the fource we thall fee nothing 
in the fupreme intelligence but immenfe goodnels and 
power, no partialities, no injuftice or eternal punifhment 
for crimes of a moment, or for acting in obedience to the 
unalterable laws of nature.-—Led by the hght of reafon 
man wiil perform his duty as a fon under the eye ofa 
kind parent; he will perform his duty becaufe he fees it 
to be the road to felf fatisfaction, and that he is acting a 
part in a great work, which he is defirous of feeing ac- 
complifhed. He confiders himiclf as belonging to the 
great family of mankind, and is aflured that his own hap. 
pinefs cannot be complete without a rezard to the hap- 
pinels of the whole family. In his opinion Heaven it- 
felf could not be the feat of happinels, if fuch a place as 
Hell has an exiftence in the univerfe. But he whohas 
no other check to his vicious propenfities but a fear of 
Hel!-fire, thinks, that were that obftacle removed, man 
would riot in vice and in the gratifisation of every luft, 
little does he think that virtue may be loved and follow- 
ed with as much arder, if not more, than vice, when we 
have a good opinion of the juftice and goodnefs of God. 
But how is it poflible men fhould be virtuous when the 
God they pretend to worfhip is reprefented as a tyrant 
and unjult, whofe forgivenets for an il! fpent life may be 
obrained by the molt rediculous ceremonies or foolifh cre- 
dulity. 

We have therefore undértaken to expofe and [et inits 
true light the character of the God of the Hebrews as it 
is reprefented in the firfl books of the Bible to fhew that 
he was not the true God but an imaginary being conjur- 
ed up to ferve the political purpofes of Moies—to thew 
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alla that men who believe in fuch a God cannot be vir- 
tuous, or good citizens, or believe in the true God; and 
this is s the only reafon why fo much iniquity abounds. 
A ough the three zra’s that I have noticed are re- 
mgrkabdle inthe hittory of the human mind, yet it mutt 
not be underilood that I think the principles of the Age 
of Reafon have never made their appearance; becaute I 
place that wra as following the other two, or that there 
are no other eras—no—the cale is, that although there 
never has teen an era which could be juftly denomina- 
ted the Age of Reafon, yet its principles have been re- 
cognized in allages, and in every country where there 
has been man who had courage to divelt fhemtetres of 
the prev atlin ‘prejudices, and ufe the faculties of their 
own minds to di ‘cover truth; and feveral oi! f the authors 
of the Bil ! > were certainly men of this deftription; fuch 
were the authors of the book of Job; of fome of the 
Pfalms and ieveral chapters of aiah, (for both thefe 
books appear to be acolleCtion) and alfo the Prophet Ma- 
lachi and Jel us the fon of Sirach (apocryphal) and final- 
ly Jefus Chrift himfelfand the authors of the Apofiles 
and Jude—all thefe were menevidently exercihug their 
own realon on the works ot God, and which men will in 
all ages, and in every country without communication 
with each other, have nearly the fame fentiments, and be 
prompted by reflection to _ fame duties. —Univerial 


good will and peace to ma 


Cc oa . > 
To be CONLINUCU. 


er — QD enone 
For THE PROSPECT. 





Chriftians are continually talking of the mild charita- 
ble and beneficent {pirit of their religion, but if we were 
to judze from the conduét of its votaries toward thofe 
who differ from them in opinion, we fhould certainly 
draw avery different conclulion. The believers in this 
religion, ever iince its commencement, have been influe 
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enced by a fpirit of perfecution and extermination to- 
ward thole who could not believe their do rines. And 
this illiberal and unnatural principle they have always 
put in practice when it hs been in their power. But 
what is {till a ftronger proot of the uncharitable and ma- 
lignant fpirit which Chriftianity intfules into its believers 
is, that the different fe-ts into which it is divided and fub. 
divided, hate, deipile, and perfecute cach other as bad as 
they dothole who reject the whole tyftem. They feem 
not only to have adopted the opinion that “he who be- 
lieveth not in their relizion fhall be damned,” but that | 
who does not underftand its myftcrious dogmas in. th 
way that they underftaud them thall likewtle be damned. 
The Presbyterian fays tne Qnakers will ali be damned, 
becaule they do not baptile with water, and for foime 
crime of equal magnitude alithe other fects but his own 
mui{t fufler the fame fate. And iathis manner the feve- 
ral fects of this religion damn all but heir own, 


el 
- 


a. 


So that influenc’d with holy pride, 
They fave themfelves, damn a!) befide, 
And think they can’t ferve heaven fo well, 
As with its creatures filling hell. 

LLOYD. 


There is certainly great reafon to diftruft the divine 
authenticity of a relipio n which has in!pi ired its followers 
with this malignant {pirit of periccution which has in- 
undated fo large a portion ye the earth with human blood, 
which has infligated fo many religious wars, and caufed 
fuch bloody cruelties to be committed tor the promotion 
of this vile iyiiem of fuperitition, which has created fo 
many family quarrels, ict the father again{t the fon, and 
the fon again{t the father, broke through all the ties of 
Mature, eradicated that aficctionate friencthip which 
would otherwile have fublifled between near relations, 
and Se ftroved the harmony oi jociety, and the happinels 


of the human race. _ Can it be poilible that a religion 
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which has produced fo much wickednefs and mifery was 
intended by the God of the univerle to be our moral 
guide. 
If we judge of the caufe by its effects, as we do in other 
cafes, we fhall be lead to conciude, that the religion of 
> Chrilt is as uncharitable as that of Mahomet, who told 
his followers they fhould be rewarded in heaven for kil- 
ling thofe who would not embrace his dottrine. 
AN TONINUS. 














a 





Reciprocation of fympathetic justice. An Epitaph upon 
Martin Elmrod, taken from an old Englifh Magazine. 





Here lies Martin Elmrod, 

Have mercy on his foul goo] God, 
As he would on thine if he were God, 
And thou wert Martin Elmrod. 


etn <ai> eters eeensseeeinteant ance 





Profession of Faith from Rousseau, continued. 


—_--——_ 


Men muft entertain very ridiculous notions of the De- 
ity, indeed, ifthey imagine he can intereft himfelf in 
the gown or callock of a prieft, in the order of words he 
pronounces, or in the geltures and genuflections he makes 
atthe altar. Alas! my friend, where is the ufe of kneel 
ing? Stand as upright as you will, you will be always 
near enough theearth. God requires to be worihipped 
in {pirit and in truth: this is a duty incumbent on men 
of all religions and countries. 

I did not fet out at firft, with thefe refleQions. Hur- 
ried on by the prejudices of education, and that danger- 
ous felf-conceit, which ever elates mankind above their 
fphere, as I could not raife my feeble conceptions to the 
jupreme Being, I endeavored to debafe him to my ideas. 
Tans I connected relations infinitely diftant from each 
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other, comparing the incomprehenfible nature of the De- 
ity with myown. LT required flill farther a more imme- 
diate commumication with the Divinity, and more parti- 
cular inflructions concerning his will: not content with 
reducing God to a fimilitude with man, I wanted to be 
farther diftinguifhed by his favour, and to enjoy fuperna- 
tural lights: Llonged for an exclufive and peculiar pri- 
vilege of adoration, and that God fhould have revealed 
to me what he had kept fecret from others, or that others 
fhould not underfland his revelations fo well as myfelf. 

Looking on the point at which I was arrived, as that 
whence all believers fet out, in order to reach an en- 
lightened mode of worfhip, I regarded natural religion 
only as the elements ofall religion. Itook a furvey of 
that variety of fe&ts which are fcattered over the face of 
the earth, and who mutually accufe each other of falfe- 
hood and error: I afked which of them was the right? 
Every one of them in theirturns anfwered ¢heirs. I and 
my partizans only think truly; all the reft are miftaken. 
But, bow do you know that your sec is in the right ? Be- 
caufe God hath declared fo. And who tells you God hath 
declared fo ?My {piritual guide, who knows it well. My 
paftor tells me to believe fo and fo, and accordingly I be- 
lieve it: he aflures me that every one who fays to the 
contrary, {peaks falfly; and therefore I liften to nobody 
who controverts his doétrine. 

How, thought I is not the truth every where the fame ? 
Zs it poflible that what is true with one perfon can be 
falfe with another? If the method taken by him who is 
in the right, and by him who is in the wrong be the fame, 
what merit er demerit hath the one more than the other ? 
Their choice is the effe& of accident, and to impute it 
to them is unjuft: itis to reward or punifh them for 
being born in this or that country. ‘To fay that the 
deity can judge us in this manner, is the higheft im- 
peachment of his juftice. 

Now, either all religions are good and agreeable to 
God, or if there be one which he dictated to man, and 
will punifh him for rejecting, he hath certainly diftin- 
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guifhed it by manifeft fizns and tokens, as the only true 
one. Thete figns are common to all times and places, 
and are equally obvious to all mankind, to the young and 
old, the ‘learned and ignorant, to Europeans, Indiaris, 
Atricans and favages. “If there be only one religion in 
the world thatcan prevent our fudzring eternal damnae 
tion, and there be on any part of the earth a fingle mor- 
tal who is fincere and is not convinced by its evidence, 
the God of that religion muft be the moft iniquitous and 
ruel of tyrants. Would we feck the truth therefore in 
fine eritv, we mutt lay no itrefs on the place and circum- 
{tance of our birth, nor on the authority of fathers and 
teachers; hut appeal to the dictates of realon and con- 
fcience concermiyg every thin xy that 1s taught us in our 
youth. Itis to no purpofe to bid me fubject my reafon 
to the tru: ar of things which it 1s incapaciated to judge ; 
the man who would impo!e on me a falfehood, may bid 
me do the fame: itis nece‘larv, theretore, I fhould em- 
ploy my reafon even to know when it ought to fubmit. 
Allthe theology I am my¢#elt capable of acquiring, by 
taking a profj pect of the univerfe, and by the proper ufe of 
my faculties, is confined to what I have laid down above. 
To know more, we muit have recourle to extraordinary 
means. ‘Lhelemeans cannot depend on the authority 
of men: for all men being of the fame ipecies with my- 
feli, whatever another can by natural means come to the 
kn rowledge of, lcan do the fame; and another man js as 
liable to be deceived as | am: and it I believe, therefore, 
v hat he lays, it is n ot becaule he fays it, but becaufe he 
proves it. ‘The tefimony of mankind, therefore, is at 
the bottom that of 1 te realon, and adds nothing to the 
natural means God hath given me for the diicoveéry of the 


To be continued. 
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